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task are apparent when we find Frans van Aersena under the various
disguises of Aurelianus, Cretensis, Humingus, PhUotas, Spartacus, Uffo,
and possibly several others. GEORGE EDMONDSON.

Studies in Irish History, 1649-1775. Being a Course of Lectures
delivered before the Irish Literary Society of London. With an
Introduction by B. BABBY O'BBIBN. (Dublin: Browne & Nolan.
1908.)

THE Irish Literary Society organises lectures on the study of Irish
history, and has also established a class for the systematic study of that
subject. Four of the six papers printed in this volume represent the
work of that class, and represent it very creditably. In Mr. Gwyn^'s
paper on Sarsfield he summarises Dr. Todhunter's Life of that officer;
published in 1895, supplementing it from Lauzun'B despatches printed
by Banke, and by some notes from the Calendar of Domestic State
Papers for the reign of William IEL Mr. Philip Wilson contributes
essays on the reign of Charles II and the administration of Tyroonnell,
and Miss A. E. Murray summarises the condition of Ireland during the
period which followed the treaty of Limerick. Mr. Wilson's work shows
considerable research in the pamphlet literature of the period, while
Miss Murray illustrates her subject by extracts from the hitherto
unpublished manuscripts of Archbishop King in Trinity College Library.
Some sources which might have been used with advantage are neglected.
Mr. Wilson appears to make no use either of the Reports of the Historical
Manuscripts Commission, or of Prendergast's Report on the Carte
MSS. in the Bodleian Library, or of bis Ireland from the Restoration to the
Revolution. Camille Bousset's Louvois and the memoirs of Dumont de
Bostaqaet both contain much information of value as to the campaigns
which ended in the battles of the Boyne and Aughrim. The history of
Ireland from 1660 to 1692 deserves and requires detailed treatment, and
it is to be hoped that Mr. Wilson will be encouraged to continue his
researches upon the period and to write a history of it upon a larger
scale. The Calendars of the Ormonde MSS., now in course of publica-
tion, and the Carte papers in the Bodleian Library supply ample
material, and there is no adequate account of that part of Irish history
in existence.

While the papers written by Mr. Gwynn, Mr. Wilson, and Miss
Murray are scholarly in treatment and unexceptionable in tone, those
contributed to the volume by two other writers cannot be given this
praise. Mr. Mangan's paper on the sieges of Deny and Limerick is
written in a dashing popular style, but shows no sign of original work,
and is a clever magazine artiole rather than a serious contribution to
Irish history. Sir William Butler's paper on ' Cromwell in Ireland' is a
mixture of passion and prejudice, enlivened by historical blunders, which
tends to discredit the collection to which it has been very unwisely
prefixed. C. H. FIBTH.

After Worcester Fight. By ALLAN FKA. (London : John Lane. 1904.)
THIS is a reprint of five contemporary narratives of the escape of
Charles II after the battle of Worcester, and forms a supplement to
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Mr. Fea's The Flight of the King, issued by the same publisher in 1897.
These tracts were reprinted and edited by Mr. Thomas Hughes in 1880,
and again in 1867, under the title of The Boscobel Tracts. Mr. Pea has,
however, judiciously omitted the long extract from Clarendon's History,
and the letter of a prisoner at Chester, which Mr. Hughes inserted. The
editorial work is well done : the texts printed have been collated, useful
and not too lengthy notes have been added, and there is an excellent
index. As in Mr. Fea's other books the illustrations and portraits are
well selected and well produced. He is a little uncritical and treats any-
thing represented as a relic of Charles II with a superstitious veneration
which is a trifle absurd; e.g., ' There is also in existence a portion of
Jane Lane's hat, but of this I am not at liberty to state particulars.'
The number of gloves, stookings, handkerchiefs, <fcc., whioh the careless
monarch left behind him during his progress, is surprising. Muoh more
interesting are the particulars about the rewards given to different persons
who assisted in the king's escape, of which a detailed account is given in
a special preface (pp. xxiv-xxxix). An appendix contains a very full
pedigree of the family of Charles, and others of the Tomes and Henchman
families.

The literature relating to the wanderings of Charles II is so large that
some things have escaped even the exhaustive researches of Mr. Fea. David
Lloyd'B Eikon Basilike; or, the Pourtraicture of His Sacred Majesty
Charles II, 1660, contains an account of the early part of the king's con-
cealment, whioh is interesting from its ingenious pedantry. In the same
year William Winstanley published England's Triumph; or, a More Exact
History of His Majesty's Escape after the Battle of Worcester. Both these
are based on ' A True Narrative and Relation of His Majesty's Miraculous
Escape,' which is the first of the narratives printed in The Flight of the
King. Mr. Fea has also omitted to mention the curious ballads which
familiarised the populace with the king's adventures. Four of them sur-
vive, and are reprinted by Mr. Ebsworth, viz. ' The Last News from
France,' 'The Boyal Patient Traveller,' 'The Boyal Oak,' and 'The
Wonderful and Miraculous Escape of our Gracious King' (Roxburghe
Ballads, vii. 686, 689 ; ix. lxv, lxvii). There is also a play, The Royalist,
by Thomas Durfey, printed in 1682, of whioh the first scene is laid in
the field containing the royal oak at BoscobeL ' Because it is a tree of
honour,' say the peasants, 'our brave and loyal landlord, Sir Charles,
has paled it in; and ordered us to come three times a week, and kneeling
at the foot of the royal oak to drink the king's health.' Presently Sir
Charles himself appears, and delivers an address to the ' tall and spread-
ing monarch of the plain,' which once concealed ' the precious soul of
three great kingdoms.' There is also an epigram on the tree and a
figurative representation of it in Floscvlum Poeticum: Poems Divine
and Humane, by P. K. (i.e. Peter or Patrick Ker), 1684.

Mr. Fea speaks as if Colonel Legge was at Worcester, and was taken
prisoner after the battle, saying that be ' gained his freedom by the
ingenuity of his wife, with whom he exchanged dresses in Coventry
gaol' (p. liv). The evidence given in the article on William Legge in
the Dictionary of National Biography proves that he was a prisoner at
Exeter before the battle, and was not released till after it.

C. H. FIETH.
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